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Business that remains unfinished at the end of a term goes over to the next term; a court may act outside of the regular 
term only if granted authority by statute, and any act undertaken that is not authorized by statute is a nullity. 


Ordinarily, business that is unfinished at the end of a term goes over to the next term.! In general, courts have inherent authority 


to finish at a succeeding term business that was commenced during a previous term.” 


A district court of appeal has no authority to withdraw its mandate or rehear a case after its term of court has ended.? Outside 
of the regular term, a trial court may be restricted to acting only when granted authority by statute, in which case any act 


undertaken that is not authorized by statute is a nullity.* Thus, a trial court involved in resolving a divorce case may exercise the 


discretion it has over its judgments and orders during the term at which they are rendered.” The question of whether a settlement 
agreement made between spouses in a divorce case should be approved and incorporated into the parties' decree of divorce 
remains within the trial judge's discretion, which can only be exercised at the time the divorce decree is entered or during the 


term of court at which the decree incorporating the agreement was rendered.° However, the rule limiting the power of courts 


over their judgments to the term at which they were rendered applies only to final judgments.” Accordingly, the fact that a trial 
court's order regarding attorney's fees following remittitur from the appellate court was entered in a later term of court does 
not preclude the trial court from entering an attorney's fees order in a negligence action as no final judgment has been entered 


on the issue of attorney's fees in remittitur." 
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In some instances—under statute or otherwise—a court is deemed to retain jurisdiction and to have the authority to continue in 
session, if need be, beyond the term for the purpose of completing and disposing of business that has been commenced and as 


to which the action of the court or judge, as the case may be, has been invoked during the term.” 
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